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The squadron then proceeded to the attack, the flagship
Olympia, under my personal direction, leading, followed at dis-
tance by the Baltimore, Raleigh, Petrel, Concord, and Boston, in
the order named, which formation was maintained throughout
the action. The squadron opened fire at 5.41 A. M. While ad-
vancing to the attack, two mines were exploded ahead of the
flagship, too far to be effective.

The squadron maintained a continuous and precise fire at
ranges varying from 5,000 to 2,000 yards, countermarching in
a line approximately parallel to that of the Spanish fleet. The
enemy's fire was vigorous, but generally ineffective.

Early in the engagement two launches put out toward the
Olympia with the apparent intention of using torpedoes. One
was sunk and the other disabled by our fire and beached before
an opportunity occurred to fire torpedoes. At 7 A. M. the
Spanish flagship Reina Cristina made a desperate attempt to
leave the line and come out to engage at short range, but was
received with such galling fire, the entire battery of the Olym-
pia being concentrated upon her, that she was barely able to
return to the shelter of the point. The fires started in her by
our shell at this time were not extinguished until she sank.

At 7.35 A. M., it having been erroneously reported to me
that only 15 rounds per gun remained for the 5-inch rapid-
fire battery, I ceased firing and withdrew the squadron for
consultation and a redistribution of ammunition, if necessary.

The three batteries at Manila had kept up a continuous
fire from the beginning of the engagement, which fire was not
returned by this squadron. The first of these batteries was
situated on the south mole head at the entrance to the Pasig
River, the second on the south bastion of the walled city of
Manila, and the third at Malate, about one-half mile farther
south. At this point I sent a message to the Governor-General
to the effect that if the batteries did not cease firing the city
would be shelled. This had the effect of silencing them.

At 11.16 A. M., finding that the report of scarcity of ammu-
nition was incorrect, I returned with the squadron to the at-
tack. By this time the flagship and almost the entire Spanish
fleet were in flames, and at 12.30 p. M. the squadron ceased